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Geographic Data Committee

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, January 3, 2007, 9:30 am


	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Alterra Technologies
	Jim Stevens
Matt Kelly
	

	
	
	

	Brazoria County Engineer’s Office
	Kevin Sherrodd
Eric W. Dyess
	

	
	
	

	Burditt Consultants, LLC
	Paul Howard
John Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Alvin
	Cassandra Langley
Doug Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston Emergency Center
	Ed Loomis
	

	City of Houston, Planning and Development
	Max Samfield
Fardosht Amirpanahi
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Public Utilities Division
	Greg Johnson
Anthony Powell
	

	
	
	

	City of La Porte
	Brian Sterling
Isaac Rodriguez
	

	
	
	

	City of League City
	Rick Brezik
Alice Whitehouse
	

	
	
	

	City of Pasadena
	Charles Vaughan
Matt Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Pearland
	Michael Masters
Richard Dela Mater
	

	
	
	

	City of Sugar Land
	Mark L. Hochstein
Brad Porter
	

	
	
	

	City of Tomball
	Ivalu Rose
	

	City of West University Place
	Bart Harms
Patrick Walters
	

	
	
	

	CivilTech Engineering, Inc.
	Annie Ding
	

	Claunch & Miller, Inc.
	Doug Wilson
Nicholas Popovich
	

	
	
	

	CLR, Inc.
	Paul Ullman
Scott Fair
	

	
	
	

	Cypress Creek Emergency Management Services
	Toivo Sari
Dan Shelor
	

	
	
	

	Dodson & Associates, Inc.
	Mark Starks
Michael Henze
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office
	Robert LaBarbera
Adam Guo
	

	
	
	

	Galveston Central Appraisal District
	David Arnold
	

	Greater Fort Bend County EDC
	Barkley Peschel
	

	Greater Harris County 911
	Marc Berryman
Greg Platek
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Appraisal District
	Jackie Smith
Chengyan Wu
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Emergency Services District 7
	Alan D. Lankford
Tim Highley
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Engineer’s Office
	Samuel Garcia
Andre C. Bally
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Flood Control District
	Michael Walters
Scott Lamon
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Information Technology Center
	Roger Forshee
Travis Conner
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Tax Office
	Bryan Dunaway
Ed Johnson
	

	
	
	

	Houston Advanced Research Center
	Mustapha Beydoun
Will Alvis
	

	
	
	

	Houston Airport System
	Katherine Luu
Brandon Williams
	

	
	
	

	Houston Community College
	Richard DeBose
Dr. John Speer
	

	
	
	

	Houston Fire Department
	James Hugo
Adrian Trevino
	

	
	
	

	Houston TranStar
	Maria Cristela Vera
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Tanya Nguyen
Grant Garrison
	

	
	
	

	Klein Volunteer Fire Department
	Rich Jones
	

	Katy Area Economic Development Council
	Steven Perry
Lance LaCour
	

	
	
	

	LAN (Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam), Inc.
	Derek St. John
David Manuel
	

	
	
	

	LJA Engineering & Surveying
	George Culver
Brandon Copeland
	

	
	
	

	Magellan K12
	Sam Wilson
Virginia Appl
	

	
	
	

	Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County
	John Labio
Bryan Carroll
	

	
	
	

	Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
	Vince Hamilton
Mireya Armesto
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County 911
	Chiu-Wen Ray
Robert M. Gunter
	

	
	
	

	North Harris College
	Peter E. Price
Michael Konvicka
	

	
	
	

	Pate Engineers, Inc.
	Cheli Cellmer
Amanda Nunley
	

	
	
	

	Port of Houston Authority
	Thomas Misek
Brian Doolittle
	

	
	
	

	R7 Solutions
	Bryan Hassin
Kraettli Epperson
	

	
	
	

	Rice University
	Eva Garza
German Diaz
	

	
	
	

	Sam Houston State University
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas
	David William Webb
David R. Hofpauir
	

	
	
	

	TCB (Turner, Collie & Braden)
	Bruce Davidson
James Wade
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of Transportation
	Kathy DeBettencourt
Cindy Gloyna
Jeremy Scott
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Texas Medical Center
	James W. Sindelar
Bill Wheeler
	

	
	
	

	Texas Southern University
	Dr. Qisheng Pan
Dr. Lalita Sen
	

	
	
	

	Texas Water Development Board
	Felicia D. Retiz
Erik O’Brian
	

	
	
	

	Waller County Economic Development Partnership
	Vince Yokom
David Crawford
	

	
	
	


	Guests
	Contact
	Present

	City of Conroe
	Les McKay
	

	City of Houston, Houston Emergency Center
	Joel Avery
	

	Earth Consulting Group, Inc.
	Jesse Maruschak
	

	ESRI Technologies, Inc.
	Pamela Kersh
David Dignum
	

	
	
	

	Grounds Anderson, LLC
	Brandon Grimm
	

	Houston Independent School District
	Max Beauregard
	


	Agenda Item
	Action/Discussion/Information
	Responsibility

	Call to Order
	Jackie Smith, Harris County Appraisal District, called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	Review of the
December 6, 2006,
GDC Meeting Minutes
	Jackie asked the December minutes to be changed from “Jackie indicated that HCAD would be willing to share the license” to “willing to collaborate in a future purchase”. The December 6, 2006, minutes were adopted as circulated.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	ArcGIS Server 9.2
	ArcGIS Server 9.2 is provided in three functional editions, Basic Edition, Standard Edition, and Advanced Edition and two separate levels, ArcGIS Server Workgroup, or ArcGIS Server Enterprise, scaled according to capacity.
	Pamela Kersh (ESRI)

	3 Functional Editions
	· Basic Edition: with ArcSDE Server 9.1 you will receive ArcGIS Server 9.2, Basic Edition.
· Standard Edition: with ArcIMS 9.1 you would receive ArcGIS Server 9.2, Standard Edition.

· Advanced Edition 9.2: equivalent to ArcGIS Server 9.1 but with enhanced functionality at ArcGIS Server 9.2. This edition provides the greatest capacity. You can scale to databases of any size and number of users. It runs on computers of any size and configuration. Includes Enterprise ArcSDE technology, traditional ArcSDE technology that runs on Oracle, SQL Server, DB2, and Informix. Can run on one or more computers.

All ArcGIS Server 9.2 editions include ArcGIS Server Manager, a web-browser based tool that expands the web-based GIS functionality in the product. You can publish GIS services on the web, create web applications, and administer your server. ArcCatalog has also been updated to 9.2.
	

	2 Capacity Levels
	· ArcGIS Server Workgroup includes new Workgroup ArcSDE technology to deploy and manage ArcSDE geodatabases using MS SQL Server 2005 Express Edition as the database management system for ArcSDE with the database administration performed directly in ArcCatalog. It runs on Windows only. Users without SDE technology will receive Workgroup. The ArcSDE database size is limited to 4 GB. The number of users is limited to ten. A user upgrading from ArcSDE 9.1 to 9.2 receiving Workgroup who has an issue with the limitation on the database size that did not exist in 9.1 should proceed to the Enterprise level. If you had ArcIMS without SDE you would receive Workgroup, Standard Edition.


	

	
	· ArcGIS Server Enterprise allows unlimited users. If you already had ArcGIS Server 9.1 or ArcIMS 9.1 and ArcSDE 9.1 together, you will receive ArcGIS Server Enterprise, Advanced Edition, with all the functionality of ArcGIS Server 9.1 and most of the functionality on the ArcGIS 9.2 Desktop level. The web-based ArcGIS server 9.2 runs only on Windows, Solaris and Linux but not on AIX IBM Unix. All former SDE components will work but not the database.
	

	
	ArcGIS Server Levels

ArcGIS Server
Workgroup

ArcGIS Server
Enterprise

DEMs for ArcSDE

SQL Server Express

Oracle, DB2,
SQL Server, Informix

Maximum Concurrent
Users on ArcSDE

10

Unlimited

ArcSDE Database Size

4 GB

Unlimited

ArcSDE Memory Limit

1 GB

Unlimited

ArcSDE Configuration

Direct Connect

Direct Connect and Application Server

Operating System

Windows

Windows, Solaris, Linux

Sockets
(single or dual core)

1

Unlimited
(Base license = 2)

Number of Users
over the Web

Unlimited

Unlimited


	

	
	
	

	
	· The lowest cost ArcGIS Server configuration is ArcGIS Server Basic Edition at the Workgroup level. It provides Workgroup ArcSDE technology so you can create multi-user geodatabases on one machine that up to 10 concurrent users can access and edit.
	

	
	· The most comprehensive and powerful ArcGIS server configuration is ArcGIS Server Advanced Edition at the Enterprise level. It provides unlimited capacity to serve geographic data and tasks throughout the organization, over the web, and on to mobile devices, with the complete range of functionality including web-based editing and ArcInfo-level spatial analysis.
	

	
	It is not recommended that you add code or custom features to your old projects before converting them to 9.2. ESRI is not anticipating any issues with the data.


	

	
	You can upgrade ArcIMS 9.1 to ArcIMS 9.2 and continue working with custom applications you developed in ArcIMS 9.1. ArcGIS Server Standard 9.2 comes with ArcIMS 9.2. You cannot run customized ArcIMS applications on ArcGIS server 9.2. You can run ArcIMS 9.1 and ArcGIS server 9.2 in parallel on one machine without problems. If you upgrade to ArcSDE 9.2 you have to upgrade ArcIMS 9.1 to ArcIMS 9.2 as well to have both applications communicating properly with each other. ArcIMS 9.1 will still be supported, but a migration to ArcGIS Server 9.2 is being recommended. There will be a long transition.
	

	Key Maps License Renewal
	17 organizations committed to the Key Maps license renewal. Bob Abbott has revised the agreement to incorporate non-profit and educational organizations. When the agreement has been signed by both H-GAC and Key Maps all participants will need to sign the addendum to the license agreement. Key Maps will keep the original addenda on file and a copy will stay with H-GAC. Invoices at $500.00 per participant will be sent out after the addenda have been signed. Participating organizations can use the Key Maps grid to produce maps for other departments for internal use.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	infoUSA License Renewal

www.infousa.com
	The infoUSA database is a leased data set. infoUSA is collecting very detailed, geocoded, demographic type of information that can be used on a map. Data consists of over 2.5 million records of household data for Harris County and more than 200,000 records of business data for the 13 county planning region of H-GAC. The lease is being renewed annually and now is the time to renew for another year. infoUSA suggests retiring the data if it is not being renewed annually because it becomes obsolete and infoUSA will not provide a new data set without a license renewal. infoUSA provided Grant with a price quote. In 2007 their rate for business and household data together is $40,000. infoUSA explained that they had been holding the price at $35,000 for the GDC over the last four years but had to adjust product prices now.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	Last year’s participants were:
· City of Houston, Planning & Development

· City of Sugar Land

· Fort Bend County Engineering

· Greater Harris County 911

· Harris County Appraisal District

· Harris County Flood Control District

· Harris County ITC

· H-GAC

· Houston TranStar
	

	
	· Katy Area Economic Development Council

· Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam, Inc.

· Rice University

· Texas Department of Transportation
	

	Action:
	Provide feedback to Grant if you want to participate in the infoUSA renewal in 2007
	

	
	There was a contention last year that the minimum contribution was only $500. Roger Forshee made a motion to increase the minimum contribution to $1,000. Mark Hochstein from the City of Sugar Land seconded the motion. All GDC members present at the meeting voted in favor of the motion. As the GDC did not reach a quorum for this vote a follow up e-mail vote was conducted.
	

	First e-mail Vote
	In the e-mail vote from 30 organizations 29 voted in favor of increasing the minimum contribution to the infoUSA license renewal from $500.00 to $1,000 per organization.
	

	
	User needs are very different. HCAD does not need the complete data set. They acquired a license to access infoUSA data via the web and a program to extract the data for queries. Information is not geocoded. Harris County ITC is dependent on purchasing the whole household data set for Harris County but does not need the business data. The City of Sugar Land is only interested in the business data. The City of Sugar Land wants the data on their local machine for emergency management and want to be able to control the layers. Harris County ITC has to have the data loaded into their mainframe. A web-based model is not sufficient for most organizations because they need readily available local access and cannot depend on network or Internet access to the data.
	

	
	As the price is discounted for both data sets purchased together in a single license, separating the data into two quotes and two licenses might increase the rate for either data set. H-GAC paid $30,000 just for the business data back in 1998/1999. This is when the 13 county region was first extracted out by infoUSA. infoUSA determines the price by record. For business data it is a nickel a record, for consumer data a penny and a half per record. You could take some of the remote counties out of the coverage but there are not that many records and it will not save much. A shared purchase model similar to the aerial imagery might be a consideration for the future. For the next data acquisition in January 2008 an RFP will be considered which would need to be started mid 2007.
	

	
	In several meetings in 2006 the GDC discussed if the use of the leased data should be restricted to contributing organizations. A decision was made that for the remainder of 2006 the use remained unrestricted. The consensus was that for the 2007 renewal use of the infoUSA data should be restricted to contributing organizations.
	

	Second
e-mail Vote
	An e-mail vote was conducted after the meeting. GDC members were asked if the infoUSA data distribution should be limited to contributors. 30 organizations responded. 22 voted "Yea", 7 voted "Nay", and 1 abstained from voting. Taking into consideration that public organizations and educational institutions have two votes and private and non-profit one: 40 Yea and 12 Nay votes were cast. The majority voted in favor of limiting the infoUSA data use to contributing organizations.
	

	
	ESRI Business Analyst uses the same data as infoUSA uses for the business data. They do not provide the household data at all. Cost is 25,000 for a national single use license. The Business Analyst module has all the functionality and tools necessary. David Dignum suggested a combination of any of the three: Business Analyst, Business Analyst Online (which has canned reports) and Arc Web Services. With Arc Web Services you could bring in the data through ArcGIS Desktop and create maps. You can purchase a bulk number of hits, export data, and add a layer into Arc Web Services.
	David Dignum
(ESRI)

	
	ESRI can taylor to user needs and work out an agreement. Three models would be available. ArcWeb Services—Managed Services provides managed hosting services for your ArcWeb Services applications. Managed Services is an appropriate choice if you do not have the infrastructure, time, or technical resources to build and maintain high availability ArcWeb Services applications. Features are loading and hosting of custom data, creation and deployment of custom Web Services to support access to the hosted data, and extensive data support. The data types supported include raster, vector, and other ESRI formats. Geographic redundancy is being provided. Applications are mirrored across geographically separate hosting facilities. David Dignum can coordinate a conference call to get this started. You can evaluate Arc Web Services for free from the ESRI website: http://www.esri.com/software/arcwebservices/index.html

	

	STAR*Map
	The STAR*Map Subcommittee met Wednesday, December 13th. They matched up half of the former standards with the ones in use and reached a consensus on them. The subcommittee will go through the remaining standards in the next meeting. Some new standards were added. Texas COGs have adopted the E911 addressing data model. This model will be reviewed in the next subcommittee meeting on Friday, January 26th. It will be considered for STAR*Map. The next meeting will be hosted by Marc Berryman at Greater Harris County 911.
	Fardosht Amirpanahi
(City of Houston, Planning & Development)

	
	The fourth quarter 2006 STAR*Map release will be distributed next week. Since October 1st a total of 10,812 changes have been added to the STAR*Map. 906 new roads were added. 9,906 road segments were spatially modified or their attributes were updated.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	Google / GDC Aerial Imagery Exchange
	Tom negotiated an exchange for the 2006 aerials against one software copy of either Google Earth Pro or Sketchup Pro (licensed for one year) for each GDC member with Google. Tom sent out a request to the GDC to determine if they want Google Earth Pro or Sketchup Pro and for which operating system. Half of the members responded by the cutoff date to Tom’s request. Anybody who did not respond will receive a copy of Google Earth Pro for Windows. Google sent an external hard drive to Grant Garrison asking for the aerials in TIFF format. After Grant returned Google the hard drive they will send the software.
	Tom Misek
(Port of Houston)

	MOU Columbia Center
	The data sharing Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the GDC and the Columbia Regional Geospatial Service Center has been amended to reflect the completion date as two years from signature instead of ten years. The GDC will provide data that has been agreed to be shared. The agreement is voluntary and has no cost associated. The Columbia Center hosts the data at their center and provides emergency services. Peter Price toured their facilities in December and was impressed with the data storage and training facilities. The Columbia Center is able to accommodate four organizations in business apartments in Nacogdoches. Grant made a motion to accept the agreement. Peter seconded it. All voted in favor of the agreement.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS Training
	Grant will contact ESRI to get details on ArcGIS Server 9.2 training classes. ESRI offers two server trainings, one is administration and the other development. City of Houston, Planning and Development is interested in both and will send three participants. Grant will schedule these classes for early March. Another ESRI Network Analyst Extension class is targeted for spring of 2007.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	www.TeachMeGIS.com
	TeachMeGIS scheduled an Introduction to ArcGIS II class for January 10, 11, and 12 for $1,200. They will cancel if there are not enough participants. Jackie has two new staff starting as GIS Technicians and Roger Forshee has one. Contact TeachMeGIS or Sam Garcia if interested.
	Samuel Garcia
(Harris County Engineering)

	GIS Day Review Session
	Certificates, budget, map gallery, exhibits, and the mentor program were discussed. It is the time to select the new GIS Day Chair for 2007. Sam Garcia made a call for nominations. Contact Samuel Garcia with nominations. Voting of the new GIS Day Chair is on the agenda for the next GDC.
	Samuel Garcia
(Harris County Engineering)

	Other Issues

Python Training
	TriZPUG is offering a Python Bootcamp at the University of Houston, Southwest Technology Center. Training is one week. Cost is $3,500.00. Fardosht will send details.
	Fardosht Amirpanahi
(City of Houston,
P & D)

	
	ArcGIS Server 9.2 migration will be covered in the next Houston Area Arc Users Group (HAAUG) meeting on Thursday March 1, 2007, at 4:30 pm at H-GAC, 2nd Floor Conference Room A.
	Pamela Kersh
(ESRI)

	www.facet-tech.com
	HCAD signed a license agreement with Facet Technology Corporation for all of Harris County. Facet Technology drives around properties with an SUV, take videos of the streets, and pictures of houses. They tie in each parcel with the pictures. HCAD offered to share the data in the future with anybody interested and under the auspices of Harris County. It is 40 TB of data.
	Jackie Smith
(Harris County
Appraisal District)

	
	The aerial imagery acquisition for 2008 needs a lot of preparation. An aerial imagery subcommittee will start meetings in May or June of 2007. An RFP will be written in July or August 2007. Vendor selection is targeted for October, contract negotiations will begin November 2007.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	Lamberts with clouds are now being reflown. Kucera reprocessed, corrected, and delivered everything else. MrSID imagery takes up 40 GB and TIFF images are almost 1 TB. The delivery did not include re-colored aerials. If we adjusted the color it would affect other aspects of the imagery. The extent of reprocessing the imagery with a new color scheme is being determined. It may not make sense to reprocess everything.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	Harris County Engineering still has a job opening for an SDE Database Administrator. They also have two GIS Analyst positions and one Administrative Assistant position. Go to http://www.hctx.net/hrrm/Employment.aspx
	Samuel Garcia
(Harris County Engineering)


Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 am
Upcoming Meeting
Wednesday, February 7, 2007
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